
Ephesians 5:15-33 (ESV) 

15Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 16  making the 
best use of the time, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be foolish, 
but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18 And do not get drunk with wine, for 
that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 19 addressing one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord 
with your heart, 20  giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21  submitting to one another out of reverence 
for Christ. 

22  Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the 
head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself 
its Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in 
everything to their husbands. 

25  Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for 
her, 26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water 
with the word, 27 so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, 
without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without 
blemish.[a] 28 In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own 
bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own 
flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, 30 because 
we are members of his body. 31 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and 
mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This 
mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. 
33 However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that 
she respects her husband. 

6  1Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2  “Honor your father 
and mother” (this is the first commandment with a promise), 3 “that it may go well 
with you and that you may live long in the land.” 4 Fathers, do not provoke your 
children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. 

Questions to discuss: 

� What is the main point (or points) of the text in the box?  
� How does your understanding of the text connect to what came immediately 

before and after?  

 



Colossians 3 (ESV) 

3  1If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2  Set your minds on things that 
are above, not on things that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is 
hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your[a] life appears, then you also 
will appear with him in glory. 

5  Put to death therefore what is earthly in you:[b] sexual immorality, impurity, 
passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6  On account of these 
the wrath of God is coming.[c] 7  In these you too once walked, when you were 
living in them. 8 But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, 
slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. 9  Do not lie to one another, seeing 
that you have put off the old self[d] with its practices 10 and have put on the new 
self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. 11  Here 
there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, 
slave,[e] free; but Christ is all, and in all. 

12  Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, 
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13  bearing with one another and, if 
one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has 
forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, which 
binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule 
in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 
16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one 
another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with 
thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him. 

18  Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love 
your wives, and do not be harsh with them. 20 Children, obey your parents in 
everything, for this pleases the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, 
lest they become discouraged. 22 Bondservants,[f] obey in everything those who 
are your earthly masters,[g] not by way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but 
with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. 23  Whatever you do, work heartily, as for 
the Lord and not for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the 
inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. 25 For the wrongdoer 
will be paid back for the wrong he has done, and there is no partiality. 

Questions to discuss: 

� What is the main point (or points) of the text in the box?  
� How does your understanding of the text connect to what came immediately 

before and after?  



1 Peter 2:13-3:7 (ESV) 

13  Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution,[b] whether it be to the 
emperor[c] as supreme, 14 or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do 
evil and to praise those who do good. 15 For this is the will of God, that by doing 
good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people. 16  Live as people 
who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as 
servants[d] of God. 17  Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor 
the emperor. 

18  Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the good and 
gentle but also to the unjust. 19 For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, 
one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. 20 For what credit is it if, when you 
sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it 
you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. 21 For to this you have 
been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so 
that you might follow in his steps. 22  He committed no sin, neither was deceit 
found in his mouth. 23  When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he 
suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges 
justly. 24  He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin 
and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were 
straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your 
souls. 

3 1Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not 
obey the word, they may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives, 
2 when they see your respectful and pure conduct. 3  Do not let your adorning be 
external—the braiding of hair and the putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing 
you wear— 4 but let your adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the 
imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God's sight is very 
precious. 5 For this is how the holy women who hoped in God used to adorn 
themselves, by submitting to their own husbands, 6 as Sarah obeyed Abraham, 
calling him lord. And you are her children, if you do good and do not fear 
anything that is frightening. 

7 Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing 
honor to the woman as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you[a] of the 
grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered. 

Questions to discuss: 

� What is the main point (or points) of the text in the box?  
� How does your understanding of the text connect to what came immediately 

after?  

 


