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Do you have something that you wish your husband did and you argue about (or 
heatedly discuss) it over and over again? Yes? Good. I’m glad I’m not alone.  
  
One of ours involves money. I remember one particular season in our lives where 
it seemed like every time we were in disagreement about something, it related in 
some way or other to money. I didn’t think I was particularly materialistic, but in 
our marriage, I felt like this was one area that my husband was not measuring up 
to what I was expecting. 
 
Growing up, I never really worried about money. My dad took very good care of 
me and I just assumed every family was like that. Naturally, I expected my 
husband to understand that. But my marriage is not like my parents’ marriage. 
 
I started noticing it when we were on staff with AACF. We had already moved to 
our home in Claremont, but after a few years, it seemed like it wasn’t as nice as it 
was when we first moved in. You know how that goes? You visit others’ homes 
and then you come back to yours and feel like it’s a shack. The floor plan is all 
wrong or the kitchen is too small or whatever.  
  
Now, as a campus minister, our income—which was based solely on support 
raising—was significantly less than what our friends were making. And yet, I 
wanted a lifestyle and home that our friends, who were not in ministry, were 
living. I’ll admit it: I was overcome with jealousy and envy. And I took my 
frustrations out on my husband. I am sorry to admit that I would blame him for not 
providing for us or making him feel as if his work for our family was worth 
nothing.  
  
Have you read Psalm 73? It described just what I felt. To Asaph, it looked like the 
wicked and crooked seemed to be getting away with evil and prospering, while 
he was serving the Lord and everything seemed to go against him. Like him, I 
thought it was unfair that we were serving the Lord and was doomed to live in a 
little house in the ghetto part of town for the rest of our lives. Obviously, I had a 
lot of growing up to do.   
 
I wish money was the only thing that we argued about. But we have had 
recurring “heated discussions” on his involvement with the kids (or lack of it), with 
his failure to lead the family spiritually, and how much time he was at home. As I 
had shared last week, all these issues seemed to mushroom after the birth of 
Jonathan. I don’t know if it was shifting hormones, sleep deprivation or both, but 
it seemed like he could never do anything right. Do you ever feel that way? I am 
sure he felt that during this time he was walking through a landmine and never 
knew when he would say or do anything that would touch off a fuse in me.  
 



How about you? Do you have any of these types of issues in your own marriage? 
Maybe they are similar to the ones I just shared or maybe they are different. As 
we talk about our topic today, I want you to think of that issue that you feel your 
spouse has let you down on. Got one? If you don’t, then praise the Lord! You are 
way ahead of me!  
 
Now, let’s take them to the Lord this morning. Will you pray with me?  
Good morning, Father, we come to you this morning. Thank you for being so 
intimately concerned about our marriages. As we sit before you this morning, we 
offer to you these issues and concerns that are on our hearts, ones that keep our 
marriages from moving forward. Thank you for taking them, even if they do not 
make us look good. Thank you that before you there is grace and acceptance. In 
response, will you teach us your truth so that we might be able to go back into 
our homes and be ministers of that same grace to our husbands. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.  
 
Lesson: 15 minutes 
 
Now if you are really honest, I am sure that there was probably at least one issue 
that came up. Some of you were able to identify it right away. Some of you may 
have to think about it. Whatever it is, keep it before you.  
 
When we first get married, along with our spoken vows, we also bring a lot of 
unspoken expectations that we may not realize we have. For me, I was expecting 
my husband to provide the security that I wanted. After many years, I have since 
realized that it really wasn’t about money. It was about feeling like there was 
wiggle room in our budget. It was about not having to worry if we will have money 
to save up for college. It was about being able to afford braces for the kids. The 
circumstance only highlighted the need.  
 
However, the problem is not that we have desires for these things. I’m not saying 
that. It is part of being human. What is the problem is when we start expecting 
our husbands to satisfy the needs we have. In short, we expect them to be God.  
 
How can we know we’re doing this? Take a look at how you respond when he 
lets you down. When your husband fails you, what do you do? I tend to go 
through a cycle of anger and bitterness that only magnified his shortcomings and 
minimized his strengths. As time went on, all  I could see were his faults. Every 
time he did something that remotely reminded me of his failure to provide, it 
would touch off a fuse in me and I would try to punish him by making him feel like 
a failure in those areas.  
 
Ruth Graham Bell writes this, "It is a foolish woman who expects her husband to 
be to her that which only Jesus Christ Himself can be....such expectations put a 
man under an impossible strain." I was expecting my husband to be in human 
form the perfect provider, leader and helper that only God can be for me. This is 



not a fair expectation and I know I put my dear, sweet husband under a lot of 
strain in his attempts to make me happy.  
 
Now I am not saying that our husbands have no responsibilities whatsoever. But 
remember that last week, I told you that we are going to focus in this class on our 
side of the relationship. As a human being, he cannot possibly meet all my needs 
for security, love, significance, companionship, and so on. He has limits.  
 
However, God does not. Unlike our husbands, He is unlimited in His capacity to 
provide all that I need, whether it be material needs, spiritual leadership or 
physical help. And He can do so perfectly.  
 
This past month, I have been starting an inductive Bible study of the book of 
Ephesians. As I have been reading chapter 1, I was struck by how much God 
wants to give us. Listen to some of these verses: “Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places.” (v. 3) “In him we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 
which he lavished upon us.” (v. 7) Did you hear those words? “every spiritual 
blessing”? What about the word “lavished”? God is wants to bless us with all that 
we desire our husbands to be. The problem is that I don’t take God at his word 
and seek substitutes to satisfy instead of turning to Him.   
 
Remember Psalm 73? Let’s see what Asaph does with these areas of discontent. 
After ranting to God about all the unjustice he saw, there is a turning point in 
verse 17. He writes, “But when I thought how to understand this, it seemed to me 
a wearisome task, until I went into the sanctuary of God; then I discerned their 
end.”  
 
Back in 2004, I had the opportunity to participate in some leadership training over 
the period of about two years. Interestingly, this training was not just about how 
to do more and be more effective. Rather, it focused on cultivating my own 
personal relationship with God so that I can be more attuned to what God wants 
me to do. We spent a lot of time listening to lectures, but a bigger part of our time 
together was spent listening to God.  
 
I cannot tell you how much that time with God impacted me—more than anything 
else during that time of training. (That and something else I’ll be sharing later.) As 
I sat with God, I began to understand and discern things that from my own limited 
view I could not see. Instead of changing my circumstances, he began to change 
me, my heart. We often think that when we pray, God then changes our 
husbands. After all, he’s the one causing all the trouble right?  
 
But sometimes the way He works is by changing me and my perspective. Little 
by little, instead of comparing my home against what others have, I learned from 
him how to be thankful for the one I did have. This is not something I do naturally.  



 
Today, we still live in the same little house. But God is providing for us. We are 
going to start a remodeling project that will add another bedroom, open up our 
tiny little kitchen, and create a master bathroom. And I get to pick out new 
appliances and be a part of creating the home that I have always wanted to have.  
 
Through this time, I began to release my husband from my expectations and set 
him free from them. Now, I can see how much he does want to care for our 
family, how frustrating it was for him to not be able to provide what I wanted. 
When I spent time with God I was able to better see a viewpoint other than my 
own.  
 
And not only that, as he began to show me my husband’s burden, I was also able 
to grow in compassion for him and begin to pray for him, instead of letting my 
mind dwell on how he has failed me. It is amazing to see how He has answered 
my prayers on his behalf and how my husband has changed.  
 
Let me share with you an illustration that I learned at the leadership training. 
Those of you who were with me in previous classes will know my pitcher-cup-
saucer-plate analogy so please bear with me. But it is so powerful that I just 
cannot pass it by. I hope it is a good reminder for you if you’ve already heard it.  
 
Each of these pieces represents something in our lives. The pitcher pictures 
God. The cup is us. The saucer represents all our relationships in our lives. This 
includes husbands, kids, friends, parents, etc. And the plate stands for all that we 
do in our lives.  
 
Just as a pitcher pours its contents into the cup, so God longs to pour Himself 
into us. The question is, are we putting ourselves under the stream of living 
water? As we do, little by little, He will begin filling us up with Himself.  
 
When I am looking to my husband to fill me, I will be sorely disappointed. A 
saucer is not made to fill the cup. Likewise, my husband is not able to fill me up. I 
may enjoy a good life with him, but he will not be able to fully be 100% everything 
that I need him to be.  
 
However, when I let God be all that I need, He is able to perfectly fill me up. 
Whether I am a mug or a delicate china teacup, he can fill every bit of me 
perfectly. And when I learn to cultivate a relationship with Him that goes beyond 
just momentary sips to drinking from the fountain of living water, something really 
cool happens. Check this out.  
 
As I keep myself growing in God and drinking deeply from Him, He begins to fill 
me up. As time goes on, this filling becomes an overflow and instead of looking 
to my husband to satisfy my needs, I then become a vessel to overflow onto him. 
Because I am satisfied by the Lord, I don’t have to look to my husband for my 



fulfillment anymore. As Elisa Morgan and Carol Kuykendall of MOPS say, 
“Instead of looking at the ways we attempt to get hope” (or we can add love or 
security or help or what-have-you), “let’s look at our ability to provide hope (or 
love or security or help) to others in our lives.” I become a giver, not a taker.  
  
This is what I mean by seeing marriage as a ministry. But this is only possible 
when God is our source of all we need. Proverbs 31 tells us about a wife that 
does her husband good and not harm all the days of her life. I wonder if her 
secret is that she is supplied fully by God and is then able to bless him instead of 
take from him.  
 
In a moment, I’m going to let you spend a little time with the Lord and whatever 
issue you may have written down earlier. You are free to take some time outside 
in the playground or stay in here, but you’ll have 20 minutes to just sit with the 
Lord. Feel free to take a bit of coffee cake and tea if you’d like.  
 
During this time, I encourage you to let the Lord show you areas that you may 
have been expecting your husband to be what only our Heavenly Father can be. 
I have questions for you to ask the Lord and then just sit and wait. See if he has 
anything he may want to speak to you about concerning your relationship and 
areas of concern.  
 
We’ll come back here in about 20 minutes and have a time of sharing. If you are 
comfortable, I encourage you to share with one another some of the things the 
Lord may have revealed to you.  
 
Closing:  
If in these 20 minutes the Lord has surfaced for you something that you need to 
spend a little more time reflecting on, I encourage you to make time in your 
schedule to do so. Learning to get the Lord’s perspective on some of these little 
thorns in your marriage may help you to start moving towards the unity and 
intimacy that may be eluding you now.  
 
I appreciate those of you who have expressed an interest in the website. I 
apologize that I am slow in getting it up and going. I am hoping that once the 
initial setup is done, it will be a routine process each week. My hope is that the 
site will end up also being a place where I can share some of the things that I just 
didn’t have time to cover, or deal with questions that pop up.  I pray that it will 
end up being a practical resource you can turn to as well.   
 
I will send info by email to you this week on how to register yourself. After I 
receive your check, I will then send you the password and all so that you can 
access the class lecture.  
 
St. Augustine is famous for his words, “Our hearts are restless until they find their 
rest in thee.” If we are placing our expectations on our husbands and holding it 



against him if he fails, then we will always feel restless. Instead of taking it out on 
him, I hope that you will let God use it as a trigger to draw you to Himself.  
 
Let’s close our time in prayer:  
Heavenly Father, we praise You that you are the one who sustains and fills us—
and that you want to pour out all your blessings on us lavishly. Thank You for 
being all that we will ever need. Forgive us for asking our husbands to do what 
they cannot. Instead, will you help us to see those times when we are expecting 
from them only what you can give me fully? In those moments of anger or 
bitterness or frustration, may it be a trigger to turn to you. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  


