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Yesterday, we had our all-church parenting conference. It was a very busy day, 
but also one where I felt like I was in my element. Encouraging parents to raise 
disciples for the Lord is one of my heart’s passions. When I get started on this 
topic, I feel like I can’t stop! I have extra copies of my handout from yesterday’s 
talk if you’d like one. The link to the page is at the end of today’s handout.  
 
I’d also like to personally invite you to join me on my moms’ mailing list if you 
aren’t already on it. I won’t spam your inbox, but instead I hope that it will be filled 
with good things to encourage you to embrace and enjoy the life of wife, mother 
and homemaker as an expression of your faith in God.  
 
Anyways, yesterday, the theme of the conference was about leaving a heritage 
to our children. As I shared in my seminar, this requires both foresight and vision 
to know where you’re going as well as diligence, prayerful planning and 
intentionality. In this day and age we need to be doggedly determined to make 
space for the things that are truly the most important. 
 
If you haven’t noticed already, I’m a big believer in planning, but not the way we 
usually think. Last week, if you were here, I hope you were able to enjoy a little of 
what I try to do on a regular basis, not only for marriage, but also in my own walk 
with God, but also as a parent and homemaker.  
 
Because I believe that God has good work for me to do (Eph 2:10), plans for a 
hope and a future (Jer 29:11), even from my mother’s womb (Ps. 139:16), it 
makes the most sense to ask Him to help me number my days (Ps. 90:12). That 
is why I carve out time each month to get alone with Him. I really am no different 
than you. If there is any difference, it is that I know that God alone is my help. He 
alone is the one that gives purpose and vision to my life. But unless I find that 
from Him, I will function on my own resources and ingenuity, just like everyone 
else. Trust me, I’ve tried that method. It doesn’t work. 
 
The good news is that you don’t need a  seminary or other advanced degree. I 
hope that last week, you enjoyed that time with Him. I trust that for most of you, 
the Lord was able to minister to you and guide you with His insight. Do you 
remember this? When we consistently make this pitcher-cup investment, He will 
guide us in our relationships and what we can do to move towards the marriages 
we desire. This is available for everyone. All He needs are hearts that are willing 
to faithfully carve out that time to listen. When I do so, I am able to offer God’s 
best version of me to the ones I love.  
 
Our husbands are God’s special gifts to us, and vice versa. Sometimes we forget 
that in the daily grind. Little by little, we take each other for granted, expecting 
them to do things or be things they are not created to do. As that happens, 



conflict arises because we are looking to a person to satisfy us. Marriage then 
becomes meeting our needs instead of a ministry where we show preference to 
one another (Phil. 2:3, 4).  
 
I am the first to admit this is a very hard work. Sometimes it’s not fair. Sometimes 
we look at our husbands and think we can do a better job.  
 
But God has given us as wives something special to do. He has called us to 
serve our husbands by using our influence, like Esther, to call them into the role 
He has ordained for them. To inspire a leader is a powerful role. Far from being a 
doormat!  
 
This requires our commitment and our time. Relationships always take time. 
There is a price to pay. But for me, when I set it in the backdrop of eternity, I can 
easily see that of all the things I can do, spending time with people is my best 
investment, because people last for eternity. It is the one thing that I can do that I 
will be able to take with me into heaven.  
 
To me, this is even more important than running good programs for the church. 
As great as this class is, it is only the structure for relationships. It is why I have 
sought to bridge the gap with you with the communication cards and emails 
because you are what is important. Your growth. Your heart. Your influence at 
home. It is the priority in my work and ministry. The saucer is more important 
than the plate. We are to love people, use programs. We often have that 
reversed. 
 
So it is in our homes. Our husbands, children—these relationships are far more 
important than anything we ever do for them. The time we take in building up our 
relationships is worth every sacrifice because if it is done in the name of the Lord 
and for His glory and for the building up of those we love, it is going to bear 
eternal fruit. We might not see it now, but I am trusting that I will see it later. I 
know that I already am starting to see some.  
 
So take time to invest in your marriage. Learn how to use your relational gifts as 
a woman to create a safe place for your husband to share his heart. Plug into 
God through prayer to unleash His power and will into your husband’s life. Take 
time for physical intimacy to seal and build a bond in the deepest levels of your 
relationship.  
 
These are all acts of faith, and when they are offered and done in a spirit of love 
and service, they not only bless your beloved, but they provide an example for 
your children and a testimony to the world. 
 
It is the small choices that we make that define our marriage: how we handle 
those little foxes, the willingness to hold our tongue, choosing to speak a word of 
blessing and encouragement when we think he least deserves it, greeting him 



when he comes home. These small choices practiced over and over can be 
God’s way of helping us turn our hearts towards our husbands so we see them 
as comrades, partners and friends through life, not our enemies. These things 
help us to do the harder things God asks of us: submitting when I’m positive I’m 
right, dealing with conflict in a godly and constructive way, sacrificing my own 
schedule and plans to meet the physical needs of my husband, learning to work 
in mutual interdependence so we can truly become one flesh.  
 
We do this so that one day, when we look back, we can know we have finished 
well, that we have left a legacy of faith behind us.  
 
I am not there yet, but I am working towards it. And as I am not there yet, I 
wanted to share with you an excerpt of a life that managed to achieve that 
legacy. This is from Heidi St. John’s book, Romance: Nurturing Your Marriage 
Through the Homeschool Years. Heidi and I knew each other when I was living in 
Oregon. Her oldest daughter, Savannah, was in my 3-year-old preschool class. 
This was before either of us considered homeschooling.  
 
I remember Heidi mentioning to me the impact her grandparents, who were still 
living at the time, had in her life, and how they sacrificed to make it possible to 
send Savannah to preschool. Not that this was their first great-grandchild to 
receive such blessings. Heidi writes that she and her six other siblings received 
full tuition in the private Christian school in Portland through her grandparents.  
 
I never met them, but I knew they existed in Heidi’s life. So when I visited her a 
year or so ago, and she handed me this book to read, I felt like I knew them a 
little. I just didn’t know the great impact they had. When I read their story, I 
realized how powerful that story can be, even on people you have never met.  
 
So I am going to share the story of Heidi’s grandparents, in the hopes that it will 
also be a blessing and inspiration to you to look at your legacy.  
 
(Read from pages 163-168 from Romance: Nurturing Your Marriage Through the 
Homeschool Years) 
 
When all is said and done, when we come to the end of our days, as Heidi writes, 
“When the story of your family is finally written, what will the record show?” Will it 
show a life full of the material blessings of life yet empty of faith? Or will it show a 
life that is rich in the graces of God even if it is simple or even backward? I don’t 
know about you, but little by little I am beginning to see the value of the latter.  
 
As we wrap up this semester, I would like to pray the Lord’s blessing on you and 
your marriage.  
 
Heavenly Father, by your great grace You have saved us, sanctified us, and 
made us Your own. We are Your bride, awaiting Your coming. I pray that the 



vision and reality of this truth will drive us to seek to picture that reality in our own 
earthly marriages today. I pray that these women here will continue to seek You 
to equip them, prepare them and use them to be a blessing not only in their own 
families, but in generations yet to come. I pray that You will guide my dear sisters 
in how to pattern and live their ordinary days in such a way that they reap eternal 
fruit in heaven. Bless each marriage represented in this room with all the benefits 
and riches that only You can give. Use us, Lord, to rise up and take a stand 
against the powers and authorities in this world that seek to suppress us, so that 
we can shine like stars, not for our glory but for Yours. I pray that You will 
continue to supply us with that day to day strength that we need to do this most 
awesome work in our homes. Thank You for this privilege. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.  


