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Announcements:  

1. Next weekend, we are having a parenting conference. I’ll be sharing a 
workshop entitled “School’s Always in Session.” As we had shared before, 
raising children together for the Lord is one of our greatest ministries that 
we have. In this session, I’ll be sharing some of the things that my 
husband and I have done or seek to do in raising children in the Word and 
ways of God. You can sign up online or I believe they are taking 
registrations as well.  

2. As we wrap up this class, if this has been a blessing to you, I want to invite 
you again to consider investing in the class website. I have put up the 
audios for every single class, along with handouts. I don’t know about you, 
but as a busy mother, this is one of the best ways for me to keep myself 
sharp and to keep in mind the things that I have learned. Even if I have 
“already heard it before” I have found that listening again will bring up 
something else or be a great reminder. On the website I have included the 
mp3 files so that you can transfer it to your player and listen while you 
workout or wash the dishes. I am also in the process of including the 
supplemental material, prayer lists, additional articles, Bible studies, 
personal retreats, devotionals, and whatever the Lord leads me to include. 
My goal is to finish putting everything up by the end of May. If you’re 
interested, the cost is $25 for membership to the site for the audios and 
additional materials.  

 
It’s hard to believe, but here we are, in the final two weeks of our class! Thank 
you for sticking with it. I hope that the Lord used the sessions to stretch and 
challenge you, but also to encourage and enrich your marriage as well.  
 
Last time, my husband came to share about spiritual leadership, but he started 
out with an emphasis on prayer. I wish he could have shared about all the other 
areas we talked about too, but perhaps this will have to be a future project for us.  
 
Anyways, if you haven’t already caught it, we both believe that prayer is an 
essential in a godly marriage, if not the key. We often give it lip service and can 
mentally assent to its importance, but how often do we actually do it? Do you and 
I devote concentrated time and effort to really pray for our marriages—not just to 
get the other person to change, but to open ourselves to let God change us as 
well?  
 
Today, we are going to devote some time to spending some time with the Lord in 
prayer. Too often in a class, we get bombarded with a lot of information. However 
it really isn’t about how much you know but how much God does with it that 
matters. I have often told moms that if you learn one thing from a class and apply 



that one thing so that it changes your life and in this case, your marriage as well, 
it is worth more than hearing 50 messages that don’t change you at all.  
 
So today, we are going to spend time with the Lord, letting Him guide us and 
show us what that one thing. It might be something we didn’t even discuss in 
class, but you know you need to deal with it. Sometimes we approach God in 
prayer as if He were a genie. We rattle off our list of requests and hope that He 
will answer them just like that. But the fact is, as Dan shared last time, change 
takes time. It cannot be done on our timetable.  
 
So today, we are going to take a different approach. Remember what we talked 
about in our second session with the pitcher, cup, saucer and plate? The Lord 
has invited us to abide in Him, to rest and find our home in Him, so that we can 
overflow what He gives us out to our husbands.  
 
This morning, we will spend some time in abiding prayer, taking time to be with 
the Lord as well as pray for our husbands. I hope that it is a restful and refreshing 
time for you personally as well as insightful and helpful. I have been amazed at 
how God will lead me to pray for my husband in ways that I never would have 
thought of on my own.  
 
In abiding prayer, the goal is to spend some time settling down to listen to the 
Lord first, then to enter into your time of prayer with an open heart. Like I 
mentioned already, we often come into prayer with a list of what we want. But in 
abiding prayer, the main question you want the Lord to answer is: How can I pray 
for my husband?  
 
To do this, I have collected your communication cards and am returning them to 
you. If you have done this faithfully each week, you can have a record of some of 
the things the Lord has been teaching you. Use these thoughts and ask the Lord 
what He may want you to do or pray. Do you see any themes or repeated 
thoughts? It is interesting that in any given class, I can share one message but 
different things stand out for each of you. I don’t believe it is my great speaking 
abilities but the Holy Spirit nudging and moving you.  
 
When you stick with a class over a period of time, sometimes themes and 
thoughts emerge. Look at your notes and ask the Lord if there are any 
relationships to these ideas. My prayer is that even if you forget 99% of this 
class, there is one point that the Lord drives home for you, one point that you can 
begin actively working on or praying for in your marriage.  
 
Another alternative is to use the prayer sheet. If you are new today, or if nothing 
on your cards really stands out to you, the second sheet is for you. I have broken 
down these areas of prayer into different groups: spiritual, physical, emotional, 
social. Begin by asking the Lord to show you which one He would like you to 
focus on today. Within each group, I have listed prompts, Scripture, questions 



that you can use to meditate on or reflect on. If you wish, hold your hands up and 
ask the Lord to fill your thoughts and direct your mind towards the things that He 
may want you to pray for. Ask Him to help you to look at this area through His 
eyes.  
 
As He guides you, see if you can articulate this request concisely and succinctly 
so that you can keep praying this for your husband. Write it down on your sheet 
or in a prayer journal. Commit to praying for this as long as He leads you.  
 
What I have often found is that the things that the Lord leads me to pray for far 
surpass what I would have thought to pray for. Sometimes He leads me to action, 
whether it be something I do for him or something I commit to changing in myself. 
Sometimes He shows me a perspective that I did not see before, which leads me 
to pray in a very different way for him.  
 
This morning, I have coffee or hot chocolate for you to enjoy, along with some 
baked goods, so that you can rest in the Lord and bask in His presence as you 
pray for your husband. Enjoy this time with Him. Feel free to stay in the room or 
go outside if you wish. You can have the whole class period and are dismissed 
when you are ready.   If you need personal prayer, feel free to approach me. I will 
be available to pray for you.  
 
 


